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Child Abuse and Covid-19- Research Proposal

[bookmark: _Toc56623769]Introduction 
Subsequently, the beginning of the lockdowns and confinement constraints by the Government in response to the COVID-19 epidemic, the world is experiencing an alarming increase - the explosion of what used to be a major concern increases the risk of child abuse, including physical, sexual abuse, emotional abuse, neglect, and exposure to domestic violence (Katz & Fallon, 2020, p. 104753). However, the home may be unsafe for many children who experience domestic violence. COVID-19 has caused enormous economic devastation, alienated many from social services and subsidy programs, and created widespread uncertainty and panic. Such situations can lead to violence in families that have never existed and to worsen families where abuse and violence have become a problem. Domestic violence has a high impact on society, leading to potentially harmful physical and mental consequences, including a higher risk of chronic illness, drug use, depression, post-traumatic stress disorder, and risky sexual behaviour (Goh et al., 2020, p. 612). In addition, children who are victims of domestic violence are at greater risk of injury and death; suicide.
	The CDC reports that at least one in seven children has experienced child abuse and/or neglect in the past year and by 2018, approximately 1,770 children have been killed in child abuse and neglect in the United States. The rates of child abuse and neglect are five times higher for children in low-income households compared to children in low-income and economically disadvantaged families. In the US, the total economic burden associated with child abuse and neglect was nearly $ 428 billion in 2015 (CDC, 2020). Child abuse and neglect can have a profound effect on your overall health and well-being if left untreated. For example, exposure to childhood violence increases the risk of injury, future abuse and misconduct, substance abuse, sexually transmitted diseases, delays in brain development, poor access to education, and reduced job opportunities.
 	Children are at risk of abuse during COVID-19. Studies show that increased stress among parents is often a major precursor to child abuse and neglect (Arora, 2020). Depressed parents may have a chance to respond to their children's disturbing behavior or demands in aggressive or abusive ways. The support systems, on which many vulnerable parents rely, such as extended families, child and school care, religious groups and other community organizations, are no longer available in many areas due to home-based orders. Child protection agencies encounter resources with less staff available, making it impossible for them to visit homes in areas with residential orders (Arora, 2020. As children do not go to school, teachers and school counselors are unable to report signs of abuse and report to the appropriate authorities. Unsure of when children need to stay connected with friends and extended families. Certainly, when Covid-19 will go down and everything goes back to normal, this study will examine the effect of Covid-19 on children and various ways parents can engage to create a place for their children.
[bookmark: _Toc56623770]Purpose of Study 
Subsequently, the beginning of the lockdowns and confinement constraints by the Government in response to the COVID-19 epidemic, the world is experiencing an alarming increase - the explosion of what used to be a major concern increases the risk of child abuse, including physical, sexual abuse, emotional abuse, neglect, and exposure to domestic violence (Katz & Fallon, 2020, p. 104753). Isolation and exclusion that lead to social exclusion indicate a high risk of child abuse and neglect, which is probably the cause of fewer reports. 1.8 million Children living in 104 countries where prevention and violence services are disrupted due to COVID-19. Seventy per-cent of the country reported that mitigation measures have been implemented (Arora, 2020). The general effect of child abuse during Covid-19 Pandemic problem is that the child gets isolation from system their support; that may be of help as compared to the guardian they live with.  The specific effects of child abuse during Covid-19 Pandemic problem is that some guardian lack knowledge on basic coping mechanism relieving them off to the children.
[bookmark: _Toc56623771]Significance of the Problem 
The purpose of this quantitative study is to explore the cause and effect of child abuse during Covid-19 pandemic. The sample target population would be 10 school/church counselors, 50 parents, 50 Parents, in San Francisco, California who have seen or/and experienced child abuse pre and post Covid-19. The knowledge of the effect of child abuse during Covid-19 could be the opportunity for parents/ guardian and the community to create interventions to mitigate the effect of child abuse during Covid-19 which would result to parents creating a safe haven for their children at home during lockdown and post-covid-19.
[bookmark: _Toc56623772] Specific Study Objectives 
· I would like to find a parent has caused physical injuries to their kid(s)
· I would like to find out how parents handle their stress pre and post Covid-19 pandemic.
· I would like to know the cause of conflict/child abuse in homes during Covid-19
· I would like to know how many children prefer to be away from their homes.

· 

[bookmark: _Toc56623773]Conceptual Framework 
I used the theory implication on covid-19 on the global effect; job losses, school closing, social distancing and pre-existing effects of child abuse to understand my study phenomena. Chahine (2014, p. 164) defines an effective communication pattern and having a good relationship between parents and children is the only strategy that can create a homely home for the children and prevent any intended or unintended child abuse during the Covid-19 pandemic. It is argued that Parents who have use collaborative (expressing what they feel) communication on parent-child interaction claim that in the process of communication with their own children, a few of the rules of effective communication are: prefer to speak with the child without "preaching"; do not say things that could hurt; listen carefully to what the child says, encourage children to talk and express emotions and feelings; avoid to speak up (Runcan et al., 2012, p. 906). Communication also helps in the parent-child interaction, especially if the parents want to find a better way to know why a child is depressed, distance and always anxious. Additionally transmit effective values to their children the important life values; that could revert effect of child abuse by which they could guide the present and especially the future (Runcan et al., 2012, p. 906). Since a safe home is all a child want to avoid physical, emotional and psychological abuse then effective communication between the child and the parent would be the condensing factor to mitigate child abuse in homed during Covid-19 pandemic. 
[bookmark: _Toc56623774]Theoretical perspectives 
I believe that effects of Covid-19 is related to increase in the effect of child abuse because of the social distancing rules which has cause children who experience domestic violence to more vulnerable and where violence was none-existence to experience child abuse for the first time. 

[bookmark: _Toc56623775]Definitions of concepts 
Child Abuse:  All forms of physical and/or emotional ill-treatment, sexual abuse, neglect or negligent treatment or commercial or other exploitation, resulting in actual or potential harm to the child’s health, survival, development or dignity in the context of a relationship of responsibility, trust or power (Broadley, 2018).
Prevention/intervention: Actions that can be taken so that sexual abuse is never perpetrated in the first place, so that those who cause sexual harm for individual or commercial gain are not “grown”, so that environments are established where it is highly unlikely that a child would ever be sexually objectified, commoditized, harmed or abused (Gough, 2003, p. 143). 
Neglect: Neglect includes both isolated incidents, as well as a pattern of failure over time on the part of a parent or other family member to provide for the development and wellbeing of the child – where the parent is in a position to do so – in one or more of the following areas (Broadley, 2018):
· Health
· Education
· Emotional development
· Nutrition
· Shelter and safe living conditions..

Physical abuse: The intentional use of physical force against a child that results in – or has a high likelihood of resulting in – harm for the child’s health, survival, development or dignity. This includes hitting, beating, kicking, shaking, biting, strangling, scalding, burning, poisoning and suffocating. Much physical violence against children in the home is inflicted with the object of punishing (Broadley, 2018).
Emotional abuse: Parent or caregiver's inappropriate verbal or symbolic acts towards a child and/or a pattern of failure over time to provide a child with adequate non-physical nurturing and emotional availability (Broadley, 2018). 
Parental burnout: chronic condition resulting from high levels of parenting-related stress due to a mismatch between the demands of parenting and the resources available for parents to meet those demands (Griffith, 2020).
[bookmark: _Toc56623776]Literature Review
From the time when the release of the National Research Council (NRC) report on child abuse and neglect, significant progress has been made in understanding the causes and effects of child abuse and neglect, including advances in neural, genomic, behavioral, psychological, and social sciences. . The study also raised awareness of the physical and behavioral, educational, and economic aspects of child abuse and neglect. The knowledge of the critical times — the idea that in those areas of experience-based brain development, there are stages at which the normal course of growth is at risk of disruption from the deviation of experience — has also increased dramatically. The key message is that the personal and family and social conditions in which the child lives, as well as the difficulties, illness, and time of abuse and neglect, all form a conspiracy to affect, at various levels, neural sequence, biological, and abusive and neglected behavior (Petersen et al., 2014 ).
With rising unemployment rates, school closures across the country, and living on domestic orders, the pandemic coronavirus (COVID-19) has suddenly and dramatically impacted the daily lives of children and families around the world. In particular, the disruption and stress caused by the COVID-19 epidemic pose a significant risk of escalating domestic violence, including child abuse. Although reported child abuse rates appear to be declining amid the epidemic as families take shelter in the area and reduce contact with authorized journalists, community health organizations emphasize the increased risk of child abuse, especially in pre-epidemic families and stressful families, such as unexpected job losses and unexpected job losses. -COVID-19 (Lawson et al., 2020).
Lockdown has come about because of huge changes in practically all viewpoints day by day life Specifically, parental joblessness, budgetary weakness, low degrees of social help from loved ones, and an absence of relaxation time have all been related with an expanded danger for parental burnout which has come about to kid misuse and carelessness (Griffith, 2020). The pressure and adapting the model of youngster abuse show that the effect of life stressors on a guardians' inclination for submitting kid misuse relies upon their dispositional adapting techniques (Lawson et al., 2020). Parental occupation misfortune during the COVID-19 pandemic was foreseen to be decidedly connected with mental abuse and actual maltreatment. Among guardians who lost their positions on account of COVID-19 related financial declines, the likelihood of mentally abusing and truly mishandling their kids was foreseen to diminish as certain reexamining expanded. This affiliation was foreseen to arise in any event, while controlling for parental abusing history, parental sorrow, and family money related strength (Lawson et al., 2020).
Defensive components, in any case, for example, psychological reexamining where stressors are re-imagined and made more sensible, may alleviate the danger of previous and COVID-19 related danger factors on kid abuse. The current examination inspects relationship among parental employment misfortune coming about because of the COVID-19 pandemic, intellectual rethinking, and self-detailed mental abuse and actual maltreatment towards youngsters among an example of guardians living in the United States(Lawson et al., 2020), (Griffith, 2020).
Hypotheses
· Loss of jobs during the Covid-19 pandemic is related to Child abuse (Physical, emotional, psychological) and neglect.
· Parent burn out(stress) is related to child abuse and neglect
· Social distancing and closure of school is related to child abuse
[bookmark: _Toc56623777]Research Methods 
[bookmark: _Toc56623778]Population/Sample 
A descriptive research method will be in place. The sample target population would be 10 school/church counselors, 50 parents, 50 kids above 18, in San Francisco, California who have seen or/and experienced child abuse pre and post Covid-19. The participants will be recruited from recruited from Facebook ads to participate in an online study regarding the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on family interactions. The ads will target to only appear in newsfeeds of parents of preschool and elementary aged children, churches, colleges and living in San Francisco, California. An invitation to participate in this project will also be post to the Social Science’s Facebook page, result to random sample of the sample population.
[bookmark: _Toc56623779]Data Collection 
 In this investigation, I will zero in on the impacts of effect of child abuse (Independent variable) after the emerging of Covid-19 effects (dependent variable) brought up by Parents out-burn and .social distancing. To accumulate qualitative data the participants will be recruited from recruited from Facebook ads to participate in an online study regarding the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on family interactions. The ads will target to only appear in newsfeeds of parents of preschool and elementary aged children, churches, colleges and living in San Francisco, California. An invitation to participate in this project will also be post to the Social Science’s Facebook page, result to random sample of the sample population.
[bookmark: page15]For data quality control data will be extensively screened using the approved software for cleaning data (Prasad et al., 2011, p. 11).  Participants were dismissed from the survey if they failed CAPTCHA bot detection questions.
[bookmark: _Toc56623780]Research Instrument
[bookmark: _Toc56623781]Interview Questions
1. Are you a parent/counselor/ child (above 18)? Nominal Scale
2. Have you ever seen/experience child abuse during the pandemic (Covid-19)? Nominal Scale
3. What state do you reside? Nominal
4. Have you lost your job during this pandemic (Covid-19)? Yes/no Nominal
5. Are you able to cater for your children financially and emotionally during the pandemic (Covid-19)? Yes/no Nominal
6. How satisfied are you with your child engagement during pre and post Covid-19 (ordinal)
· Very Unsatisfied 
· Unsatisfied 
· Neutral 
· Satisfied 
· Very Satisfied
7. How close are you close to losing it on your child on a scale of 1-10? (ordinal)
8. Are you depressed? Yes/no nominal if yes Do you intend to talk to a psychologist? Yes/no Nominal
9. Are you male of female? Nominal
10. What are some of the interventions do you recommend to solve child abuse during Covid-19?
[bookmark: _Toc56623782]Ethical considerations

Description of the research and your participation
You are invited to participate in a research study conducted by <name of the student>. The purpose of this research is to obtain a better understanding of the various aspects and effect surrounding the effects of child abuse. During Covid-19 your participation will involve answering a series of questions to gage various issues surrounding child crimes.
Risks and discomforts
There are no known risks associated with this research.

Potential benefits
Your investment in this research study is aimed at answering the research question. You may decide not to take an interest in it, and you may decide to eat it at any time. You will not be penalized for any position if you choose not to take interest or withdraw from this investigation.
Protection of confidentiality
We will give a valiant effort to secure your protection. Your personality won't be shown in any of the distributions from this review. Recorded reactions will be kept in an information base utilized by the Houston Police Department for movement purposes just and, as expressed, won't be recorded or shown on any open stage.
Voluntary participation
[bookmark: page14]Your investment in this examination study is intentional. You may decide not to take an interest, and you may pull out your agree to partake whenever. You won't be punished in any capacity should you choose not to take an interest or to pull out from this investigation
[bookmark: _Toc56623783]Findings 
[bookmark: _Toc56623846]Table 1 : Hypothesis Table
	
Hypothesis
	Yes
	No

	Is Loss of jobs during the Covid-19 pandemic related to Child abuse (Physical, emotional, psychological) and neglect?
	
	

	 Is Parent burn out(stress) related to child abuse and neglect during pre/ post covid?
	
	

	Is Social distancing and closure of school  related to child abuse
	
	

	Is Covid-19 causing stress/depression among male causing child abuse?
	
	

	Is Covid-19 causing stress/depression among female causing child abuse
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc56623784][bookmark: page10]Summary and Implications 
The expected results of this study are expected to support the view that Covid-19 has implicated excessive child abuse and neglect in their homes. Parents who are likely to lose their jobs are prone to parent out burn hence intricate child abuse. In the event that by chance this speculation is discovered to be false, a procedural test will be mentioned to decide if the framework was utilized in a planned way and whether the objective subjects were given as depicted in the examination.  
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